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THOSE MYSTIFYING

''FLYING SAUCERS''

The laughhas beenon the Coota-

mundradistrictin pasttirmes.Old
hands here will recallthe ''ghost,''

alleged to havebeenseen
frequently

at nighton the
Cootamundra-Stockin-

wards Temora, the
''SpringdaleTiger''

was saidto be
roaming,

and bravemen
wentoutin

search,wellarmed. In the
town of

Cootamundra

came the thrill,

later, whena realliongot
loose, killed

a horseor two,scared sundry citizens,

was
ultimately

firedat by a bankman-

agerand by a
commission agents,and

finally— wellscareditself!— rushed

intothe lion's cage brought
by the atten-

dantfromthe
circus from whichit had

escapcd. Otherpartsof
Australia

have

had their unsolved mysteries
and their

therenow comePress reports
of the

''flying saucers''allegedto be passing

overthe
American Statesfor a dozen

daysor so,and overCanada lastWed-
nesday,

but uponwhicha Sydneypro-
fessorthrewsomelighton Mondayof
this week. The

chairman

of the U.S.

Atomic Energy Commission,Mr David
Lilienthal,

saidtheyhad nothing to do
do with atomic experiments.

The Navy
and Army also disclaimed responsibility

for them. U.S. military aircraft ranged

over Pacificcoastareas withoutfinding

anyof the
objects.

Jet planeshadbeen
addedto the forceof

standard fighters

standing

by to takepartin the
chase.

In South Dakota
a

national guardpilot
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already

in theairwas
ordered

by radio

''rundown''a
silvery discwitha short

tailwhicha
resident

of SiouxFalls

saidhe saw shootacrossthe sky a few
minutes before.

The pilotflewin the
direction reported,but radioed back

thathe couldnot findthe disc. Twenty-

two studentsat Sydney Universityon

Tuesdaysaw ''flyingsaurcers'' simllar
to those which had been reported in

the UnitedStatesand Canada. The
students were takingpart in an exper-

iment conducted
by

Professor
F. S.

Cotton,Professor of Physiology,who
declaredlaterthat the

''objects''

seen
by the students were causedby the

movement of red corpuscles pressing

in frontof the retinaof the eye.Ad-dressinga class of 450 students,

the professordrew attentionto the cable
messages reporting that hundreds of
personsin many partsof the United

States had reportedhaving seen ''fly-

ing
saucers.''

He suggestedthat the
studentsco-operatewith him in ex-
periments.They

left the lectureroom,
and, beforereturningto the main
building, carricdout observations of

the sky.
ProfessorCottonsuggested

thattheylookat the sky about a mile

away,and
concentrate

theirgaze on a

fixed point while standingperfectly
still.If they saw any objectscorres-

pondingto thoseset out in the cable
reports,they shouldsee him in the
main medicalschool. Within 10
minutes22 studentsreportedthat they

hadseenthe
objectsdescribed.

As a
furthertest ProfessorCottonasked

themto seton paperthe
objectsthey

had seen,and also any remarksthey
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wished to make. These indicatedthat

they had seen objectswhichappeared

to be oval;that.theywerebright; that

they movedvery rapidly;that they

longaxis;and thattherewas a tenden-

cy for the pathof motionto be curved.

In some drawingsthe objectswere seen
following

eachotherin line,in others

they were
disconnected,

and in more
they appearedto have shorttails. The
drawings, revealedthree featureswhich
were

published
in cablereportsfor the

firsttimeon Mondaysomehoursafter

the studentshad drawn their pictures.

Thesewerea silvery discwitha short

tail; discs swinging

in an arc;and discs

resembling

a stringof flyingpearls. Pro-

fessorCottonsaid on Mondaynight
thatthe

students

hadseenwhathe ex-
pectedthemto see.The objects''seen''

by the
studentswerereallycausedby

''theeffectof red
corpuscles

of blood
passingin frontof the

retina,''

he said.
''Thisis well

rccognised.'' Professor

Cottonstatedthat peopleacquainted

with the red-cellphenomena might not
normallytrace the connection,because

frequently the effectsrevealed large
numbersof objects. In certain circum-

stances, however, when a personwas
lookingat a bluesky with

scattered

clouds,only smallnumber of objects

was seen apparently dartingacross the

blue spaces. This was becausebright

lightscouldnotbe seenagainst

thebackground

of the clouds. ''AllI
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background

of the clouds. ''AllI
wouldadd is that readerscan now

draw their own
conclusions

about the

reportsfrom overseas'' added Pro-

fessor Cotton.


